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NEWSLETTER 1 - 2016 

Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to you, our youngsters and our academic and support staff. The support staff have worked 

to make the school building sparkle for us, and our academic staff have planned well to receive our 

learners. Together we can make 2016 a year of Focus, Effort and Fun ---  wonderfully successful again! 

 

We welcome as Heads of Department, Dr B Barnard (Physical Sciences) and Ms S Ramawoothar (English 

Home Language). We also welcome Ms N Abrahams (Business Studies), Ms S Mobbs and Mr D Rom 

(both English HL), Mr M Terblanche (EGD), Mr S Pretorius (Electrical Technology), Mr K Gwavava 

and Ms N Qaqa (both Mathematics). We look forward to the contribution these experienced and new 

teachers will make to our Oude Molen mission. Ms J Fourie-Petersen has been appointed as a counsellor 

so, when needed, our youngsters will be able to develop better coping skills under her guidance. 

 

THE BEST IN THE WESTERN CAPE:  OUR OUDE MOLEN, AGAIN IN 2015! 

 

Yes!  That is what the Grade 12 results show about your school’s matric results in 2015. Even more 

encouraging is that we were the best in 2014 too – so it’s two years running!  I said in assembly on 

Wednesday that the responsibility for a hat-trick of great results is heavy on the shoulders of the Class of 

2016. We assure you that we have the best interests of all our learners at heart at all times. 

 

I am very proud of the Oude Molen team. Our teamwork comes from ambitious learners making the 

effort, their supportive friends, encouraging families and dedicated teachers – that is a sure recipe for 

success. We look forward to the efforts of class of 2016! 

 

Our 2015 Dux – the top academic – scored 608 out of a possible 700 percent for his 7 subjects:  

Mayibongwe Ngcongo is studying mechanical engineering on a bursary from Stellenbosch University. 

Second was Ashiqah Kadjo (531 - ), followed by Ali Adjiet (530 – education at UWC), Adrian Coetzee 

(529 – astrophysics at UCT) and Toufeeq Booley (516 – civil engineering at CPUT).  Many of our Grade 

12s have received job offers from the firms where they did job shadowing in Grade 11 and Grade 12, 

such as Martin & East, Haw and Inglis, Grinrod, Copytype, and many more. 

 

For us, it is very important that our students take the wonderful opportunity they have earned to make 

lives for themselves following degree courses.  No less important to us is that our youngsters are seen to 

have the can-do attitude employers want and are offered jobs even in these tough economic times.  Oude 

Molen learners have the resilience to overcome obstacles and that is the foundation of a grand life!  

 

The staff teams can be proud of their extra efforts – from Grade 8 to Grade 12!  The subjects that 

exceeded the provincial averages by significant margins of more than 5% were Civil Technology (14, 8%), 

Electrical Technology (16,4%), Engineering Graphics and Design (8,9%), Life Sciences, Mechanical 

Technology (15,7%) and Physical Sciences.  All but one of our subjects exceeded the provincial averages.  

Congratulations, Oude Molen smart staff! 

 

Our excellent 96,5% pass rate would have been higher were it not for the “progressed” candidates who 

had not passed Grade 11 but were “progressed” into Grade 12 without their having the proper approach 

to their work.  Greater effort could have made a world of difference. Sadly, their opportunity is gone. 



 

We are thrilled with the 48% bachelor’s passes (university degree courses) and 47% entrance to tertiary 

diploma courses.  That’s really special!  The foundation is laid in the junior Grades where we regularly 

receive awards for Maths and English HL in Grade 9. Once again:  Well done, Oude Molen family! 

 

SCHOOL FEES AND TEXT BOOK LEVY 

The audience at the Budget meeting in October 2015 congratulated the SGB on keeping the school fee 

increase to only 4,25% (2% below the inflation rate, effectively a decrease in school fees!).  School fees 

are payable in advance and special dispensation is granted of eleven monthly payments of R1140 per 

month.  Mrs Wood, our credit controller, is willing to discuss payment arrangements, especially the 

discounts available for early payment in full.  

 

It is far better and safer to pay by electronic transfer than to risk sending cash with the youngsters. 

Please pay, if you have not yet done so, the R400 text book handling fee to Mrs Brownlee.   

 

We remind all our learners please to hand to their register teacher 2 reams of Typek or Rotatrim 80gm 

computing paper.  They should also hand 4 rolls of white toilet paper to the register teacher, please. 

 

Thank you, proud Oude Molen families! 

 

INTER-HOUSE ATHLETICS 

Starting on Monday, our four House athletics teams will be practising from 07:30.  Those participating are 

allowed to wear the school track suit to school (available from Rothmans in Goodwood) instead of the 

usual uniform on practice days. We suggest that they wear appropriate sports shorts and T-shirts for the 

practices and save their House T-shirts for the big day of competition.  Parents, please check that the T-

shirts are appropriate for wearing at school. 

 

House T-shirts (also used for Physical Education) are available at Reception at only R80. 

 

We are very proud of Bjorn Cupido (Gr. 12). He represented SA in the youth Latin section and won three 

dance forms with his partner – samba, rumba and cha cha cha.  Proudly Oude Molen! 

 

SUMMER UNIFORM 

Grey school shorts are a part of summer uniform for Term 1 and Term 4 for boys and girls, although 

girls may prefer to wear grey skorts.  Home-tailored shorts are something new – sensible in the heat!  

Parents, please make sure that they look like bought shorts:  the legs do not have turn-ups (really - !), 

and are at least 5cm above the top of the knee. (Please: don’t tailor school trousers into skinny pants. ) 

 

We are very happy that so many of our learners are wearing our smart golf shirt during the summer 

terms.  As a special dispensation owing to the severe summer heat, we invite you to allow your youngster 

to leave the school tie at home if she or he is wearing the white shirt.  If the tie is stored at home, the top 

button can be open and the tie will be safe for later use.  Please ensure that your youngster does not 

display any neck jewellery.  This special arrangement will be until the end of February only. 

 

SAFETY 

Commuting safety remains a serious concern.  Please advise your child to walk in groups in safe areas and 

not to display cellphones etc., that attract the desperate and the malicious. 

 

We’re excited about the opportunities and adventures that lie ahead.  A little bit of extra Focus, extra 

Effort and Fun will make a successful year flash by!  There are only 132 teaching days to the start of the 

Gr. 12 exams! 

 

Blessings to all 

Tony Marshall 


