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School Assembly: Oude Molen 
 
On this first day of your new year in this beautiful school, you are being offered so many 
opportunities for growing in the academic, sporting and cultural dimensions of your lives. 
But you are also offered the opportunity to do work on 2 important life questions: 
 
Who am I and what is my unique life’s work?  
AND  
What is to be my contribution to growing compassion in our hurting world? 
 
 
Discovering your uniqueness is part of your journey here at school. This is not selfish 
individualism, that sets you apart or makes you superior of others. It is about your 
uniqueness in the midst of the great diversity and complexity that God has brought into 
being.  
 
As young people, you are surrounded by expectations that may have little to do with who 
you really are, expectations held by people who may be trying to fit you into slots and, 
driven by fear, we all too often betray our true selves to gain the approval of others. 
Here, I’d like particularly to address the young women in this assembly, as I am painfully 
aware of how much pressure society places on women to conform – think of the beauty and 
the fashion industries, the dieting and make-up industries. 
 
And yet, our deepest calling is to grow into our own authentic selves, whether or not it 
conforms to some image of who we ought to be. As we do so, we will not only find the joy 
that every human being seeks—we will also find our path of authentic service in the world, 
our vocation.  
 
Finding one’s vocation does not mean scrambling toward some prize just beyond one’s 
reach but, as the Quaker Parker Palmer says: ‘accepting the treasure of true self I already 
possess. Vocation does not come from a voice “out there” calling me to become something I 
am not. It comes from a voice “in here” calling me to be the person I was born to be.’ 
 
This self-knowledge brings with it a sense of freedom and of confidence.  
 
Says Macrina Wederkerhr: 
I will believe the truth about myself 
no matter how beautiful it is: 
  
I believe in my power 
to transform indifference into love. 
I believe I have an amazing gift 
to keep hope alive in the face of despair. 
I believe I have the remarkable skill 
of deleting bitterness from my life. 
I believe in my passion to speak the truth 
even when it isn't popular. 
I believe I have the strength of will 
to be peace in a world of violence. 



I believe in my miraculous capacity 
for unconditional love. 
  
I will believe the truth about myself 
no matter how beautiful it is. 
[from "The Truth" in Seven Sacred Pauses  
by Macrina Wiederkehr (p. 109) ] 
 
True happiness comes not from the best grades, the greatest popularity, the most 
beautiful or handsome of appearances. 
 
It comes from compassionate service to the other. 
 
Learning to love ourselves means learning to embrace our uniqueness in its strengths and 
weaknesses in relation to my neighbour. 
 
The life and teaching of Jesus challenges us to participate in God’s Work – the work of justice 
and compassionate service in the world.  And this participation in God’s work will lead to joy 
and to radical freedom.  
 
As we discover that we are connected to all that is – all human beings, all creatures, all 
inanimate things, the more compelling is the pull to be generous to the other. 
Through our encounter with those who suffer we are called to become compassionate 
agents of change. The ones we meet in our daily activities and confront us with their need, 
compel us to act with compassion.  
 
The Charter for Compassion gives some ideas for how we can do this work in our school. 
If we recognize that every person shares a common humanity capable both of happiness 
and suffering, We can pledge in our words and actions to treat everyone in this school 
community, as we would wish to be treated, to help those around us who are in need, and 
to make amends when we cause another pain.  
If we recognize that we are a school with different abilities, body sizes, cultures, religions, 
classes, gender identities and sexual orientations, We can pledge to step into the shoes of 
others and see how things look from their point of view, especially when we disagree or find 
ourselves in conflict.    
If we recognize that intolerance and hatred cause suffering and that when we stand by 
doing nothing, or laugh or post comments online when others bully, we contribute to the 
problem, We can pledge to stand up to bullying and make this a school where everyone 
belongs. 
 
Today, the first day of this new year you are being challenged to do this important life work. 
And so we pray to God to wake us up and prepare us for this work. 
 
Wake us up, O God …. 
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