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Dear Mr Marshall, Religious Leaders, Teaching Staff, Other Staff and 

Learners. 

Thank you for inviting me to share some thoughts. 

At our ashram we always start our studies with a prayer in sanskrit: 

oà saha nä vavatu 

saha nau bhunkatu 

saha véryaà karavävahai 

tejas vénävadétamastu 

mä vidviñävai 

oà çäntiù çäntiù çäntiù 

In this prayer we ask that the teacher and learner together grow in 

knowledge. We pray that there may be harmony between us and that there 

may be no conflict. 

We are in school to acquire two types of knowledge. One type of 

knowledge is in regards to our jobs that we shall be performing one day. 

The other knowledge is that of how to live in the world: how to interact 

with others in the workplace, the family, friends and society. 

The word education means to bring out. Education brings out the natural 

goodness and talents of the learner. All humans are by nature good 

because they are made in the image of God, who is good. The reason why 

we are not aware of this inner goodness, is because it is covered. 

The sun always shines, even though we say on a cloudy day that the sun 

is not shining. That statement is incorrect: the sun is shining (it 

always shines) but it is hidden by the clouds. Likewise the innate 

goodness is there but is hidden by the clouds of painful experiences and 

acquired wrong thinking. Education removes the clouds of past hurts and 

false thinking and allows the goodness to shine forth, so that the 

learner not only gains skills for working but becomes the best possible 

person. 

For education to happen, the relationship between the teacher and 

learner is very important. In the Hindu tradition this relationship is 

considered to be sacred. In my position at the ashram I am both a 

teacher and a learner. I have a teacher and I also have learners, so I 

understand both sides. 

The relationship of teacher and learner must be one of love and harmony 

for it to allow true education to happen. The learner needs to be 

receptive and open to the teacher. The teacher needs to take the learner 

from where he/she is and lead him/her onwards. Both need to ensure that 

love and harmony is maintained in order for excellence to be attained: 

excellence in skills and excellence as a human being. 

I can see from the way Mr Marshall addresses you and how you respond to 

him that that love is there. Let it be nurtured so that both the 

teachers and learners can grow. 

I shall close with a sanskrit prayer which asks: “Lord, lead us from 

falsehood to knowledge, from the darkness of ignorance to the light of 

wisdom, and from the mortality to immortality.” 

oà asato mä sat gamaya 

tamaso mä jyotir gamaya  

måtyor mä amåtam gamaya 

oà çäntiù çäntiù çäntiù 


