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NEWSLETTER 10                                                                             10 May 2017 

 
Dear Parents 

 

MID-YEAR EXAMINATIONS 

Term Two is three weeks old and our exams start in 3 weeks’ time. 

 

You have seen your son and daughter’s March report. We hope that, like us, you were not 

altogether happy with your child’s performance after 11 weeks of First Term work.  They 

can, with greater effort, perform to their potential. 

 

Our mid-year Examinations start on Thursday, 1 June 2017.  The exam time-table will be 

distributed this week. This is an important measure of your child’s commitment to her or his 

future and of your support for their efforts. They should make every effort to improve their 

performance without further delay.   

 

What we did:  We introduced compulsory extra lessons to correct what some of our learners 

did not master. These lessons have been taking place after school hours and on Saturdays for 

Grade 8, 9 and 12 learners. Unexpectedly, these compulsory extra lessons have not been well 

attended. Flimsy excuses – Transport problems, I am going to a university Open Day, I have 

to baby-sit, I have a church function – disrespect the teachers’ efforts.  The sadness of a 30% 

subject pass, with minimal effort, can never be praised.   

 

Please have a look at the state of your child’s text books and exercise books.  If they don’t 

show pride in their work – neatly covered, work dated and completed – there is clearly a 

problem.  

 

Please check how much work has been done in your child’s exercise books.  After 65 days at 

school, there should be at least double that number of pages filled with work (in the main 

subjects), and at least 50 pages of work in the other subjects. No-one enjoys studying from 

dog-eared, untidy pages. Higher order maths and science results do not rest on memorising – 

that’s primary school mental work. 

 

In the past, the last week of term has been characterised by poor attendance.  Learners simply 

stayed away, often with their parents’ consent because parents believed stories that we were 

not doing anything productive at school. That meant that the learners generally lost three 

weeks of education over the year – a serious matter in a competitive life. Top learners do not 

lose that educational time. During assembly, yesterday, we informed the learners of some of 

the programmes we will be running then.   

 

Please encourage your youngster to take advantage of the Oude Molen holistic curriculum.  

Without effort, nothing can be achieved.  ‘Extra-ordinary’ means extra effort. 



RADICAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION 

 

Radical socio-economic transformation is a newly introduced concept from the Department 

of Basic Education. Radical socio-economic transformation starts with quality education.  

Unless and until we radically increase our efforts for education, particularly mathematics and 

physical science education, this policy too may go the way of previous policies.  Our families 

must commit themselves to extra efforts to achieve their academic and career goals.  Start 

with reading:  DBE says learners who read are 2 GradeS ahead of those who are reluctant to 

read. 

 

It is well-known that in preparation for the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa, the 

national government had to agree to contracting overseas artisans.  Little has changed since 

then.  Electricians, builders, die cutters, plumbers, boiler-makers, fitters and turners and other 

qualified artisans are doing very well for themselves, thank you very much. 

 

Families must support our learners to develop the work ethic that will deliver the quality of 

work that is competitive with the dedicated Chinese, Indian, Korean, Vietnamese, 

Zimbabwean and Singaporean learners.  

 

 

The Western Cape had a thriving clothing and manufacturing sector, with decisions to buy 

cheap imports, many jobs and skills were lost.  Now the policy-makers have realised the folly 

of those decisions – we have more than 16 million people dependent on social grants, and 

immigrants are leading in small and micro entrepreneurial enterprises (SMMEs) because they 

are willing to make the sacrifices to be successful. 

 

The Department of Basic Education Director General is convinced that our school can and 

should be delivering top quality artisans and potential graduates.  Without family ambition, 

nothing of the sort will happen.   

 

PARENTS’ CONSULTATIVE FORUM 

 

The meeting scheduled for Saturday is unfortunately postponed to 17:00 on Thursday, 18 

May.  Please email items for the agenda to admin@oudemolen.org.za. 

 

OPEN DAY – SATURDAY 13 MAY 

 

Please encourage all smart maths and science families and their learners whom you may 

know to attend on Saturday. And if you like, come and remind yourself what your child’s 

school offers. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Tony Marshall 


