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Dear Parents 

 

MID-YEAR EXAMINATIONS: Ease is the enemy; effort is your friend. 

For our Grade 12s, this exam is the culmination of 12 years’ schoolwork. 

For our Grade 8s, this exam is their first in high school. 

For everyone, the exams are a measure of how effective their efforts have been in learning. 

 

These are benchmark exams.  The conditions under which our learners prepare at home for 

the exams depend largely on the pressure and support to perform from parents. There is 

almost no study time at school – studying must happen at home under parental supervision. 

 

The learners have had the exam timetable for several weeks. We know that the ambitious 

have been attending revision sessions and have worked in groups to develop the knowledge 

and skills required in the exams.  We will provide an undisturbed, calm environment where 

our youngsters can show how much they have mastered in each subject. 

 

An Exams Irregularities Committee deals with any problem by applying WCED policy.  

Late-coming is an irregularity; absence must be supported by a medical certificate; no 

“average mark” is given to absent learners.  No electronic devices may be used except those 

specifically indicated for use in the exam – for instance scientific calculators.  Each exam 

venue has a clock so there can be no legal reason to refer to a cellphone during an exam. 

 

We wish the youngsters well!  Neat work will really help to communicate well with the 

marker.  Ease is the enemy; effort is your friend. 

 

IMPROVED TEXT BOOK CONTROL PROCESS 

Please note that, during the exams, your youngster will be required to hand in all her or his 

text books for barcoding and control purposes. A gentle reminder: Please ensure that your 

child’s text books are covered in sturdy plastic.  The learners will be given instructions 

regarding handing in to a signed document so that there can be no confusion.  We will ensure 

that they get their own books back.  

 

HIP HOP DANCE SPORT 

The Hip Hop Dance Sport team is selling tickets at R140 per person to a Dance Extravaganza 

in Artscape in October.  The Oude Molen team will be performing along with the best acts 

from professional entertainers and other schools. Please contact Mrs Florence for tickets. 

 

NCOP VISIT 

Dr Blade Nzimande invited Abongile Shushu (Gr. 12) and Abigail van Wyk (Gr. 11) to visit 

parliament.  They had an informative day and pleasant day – lunch with the Minister! – and 



discovered that the Oude Molen subject choice prepares learners not only for the engineering 

field but also for politics, law, science and commerce.  The expectation of high marks and a 

strong work ethic are obvious. Well done, young ladies! 

 

EXPRESSO SHOW 

Grade 11 learners Abigail van Wyk, Sinesipho Zici, Aluve Vuntu, Timothy Coetzee, Wandile 

Siswana and Andile Mdladlana participated in an EXPRESSO session about the lives and 

interests of South African youngsters.  The insert will be aired on 12 June so please look out 

for our smart youngsters. 

 

UCT BRIDGE-BUILDING COMPETITION 

Oude Molen participated in the UCT Bridge Building Competition in Canal Walk under the 

guidance of Ms Nicole October. Our team, Tyler James, Imaad Kamaldien and Abdul Zaid 

Toorabally won the Spirit Trophy. Below is what the judges said:  

The challenges engineers face today are becoming more complex and are no longer limited 

only to technical challenges. Today, successful engineers need to be able to navigate multi-

disciplinary challenges incorporating, amongst others, socio-economic aspects, climate 

change, disruptive technology and fewer natural resources. As a result, the ability of 

engineers to understand what the challenge actually is; having a strong grasp of the 

fundamentals of mathematics, physics and materials; to create a solution through a 

prototype; and then test it quickly (fail-fast) to learn from it are crucial skills. We believe this 

competition embodies many of those principles. We were very impressed by the calibre of 

the teams that took part and hope they all had as much fun as we did!  Proudly Oude Molen! 

 

ENTER TO LEARN – LEAVE TO SERVE 

Oude Molen has embraced the WCED policy of Enter to Learn – Leave to Serve.  As people 

who are serious about improving ourselves - education activists - we teachers, parents and 

learners have the civic duty to make best use of any opportunities for education. So we come 

prepared to class with the sole purpose of learning, not messing around. Then, having 

equipped ourselves with knowledge and skills, we have the obligation to leave to serve our 

communities and our country as active citizens. 

 

FAREWELL, ENTHUSIASTIC SCIENCE TEACHER 

All who are committed to quality education at Oude Molen are sad to bid farewell to Mr 

Luke Finkelstein.  An advanced Master’s degree in materials engineering and the dire need 

for engineers in our country could not keep Mr Finkelstein from his first love, teaching 

science and igniting a love for investigating life in youngsters.  Enticed away from the 

Science Centre by Herzlia High School, and then following the legendary Mr Bransby to 

Oude Molen, Mr Finkelstein taught science with energy and enthusiasm. His contribution 

was to deliver quality science education for all.  We thank him for his efforts and wish him 

well as he pursues his career elsewhere. 

 

To our fasting friends, Ramadan Mubarak! 

 

Best wishes for success in the exams. 

Tony Marshall 


